
 
 

Bid #31-19, Misc Imp to Existing Air Release Valves @ EPWU FM & Lift Sta-Westside Page 1 of 1 

 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD MEETING 
AGENDA ITEM 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Wednesday, June 12, 2019 
 

SUBJECT 
Bid Number 31-19, Miscellaneous Improvements to Existing Air Release Valves at EPWU Force Mains and Lift 
Stations - Westside 
BACKGROUND 
A condition assessment of existing air release valves installed on sewer force mains and lift stations throughout the 
city was performed in 2017. The assessment determined that high levels of hydrogen sulfide concentration in vaults 
and manholes caused corrosion in the mechanical components of the air release valves, which caused the mechanical 
systems of the air release valves to malfunction. The design for Phase I of the project was developed to provide 
miscellaneous improvements and preventive maintenance to the air release valves along existing sanitary sewer force 
mains within the west side of the city with the intent to improve the efficiency of the existing sanitary sewer systems.  
Through Phase I, 26 sites were evaluated of which 20 will receive the recommended improvements. Future phases 
will continue with the design, bid, and rehabilitation of an additional 60 air release valves across the city. 
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES SUPPORTED 
Improve Infrastructure 
EVALUATION PROCESS 
El Paso Water received five bids for this project on May 8, 2019.  The bidders were Smithco Construction, Danny 
Sander Construction, Spiess Construction Co, Cubic Water, and CMD Endeavors. The bids ranged from $1,892,450 
to $2,327,900 or 10% to 35% above the engineer’s estimate of $1,720,000. 

The project consulting engineer evaluated the qualifications of the apparent low bidder and determined that Smithco 
Construction meets the minimum general requirements as well as the minimum project specific criteria as specified 
in the bid documents. 

Staff reviewed the engineer’s evaluation and recommends award of Bid Number 31-19, Miscellaneous Improvements 
to Existing Air Release Valves at EPWU Force Mains and Lift Stations – Westside, to Smithco Construction as the 
lowest responsive, responsible bidder in the amount of $1,892,450. 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Sufficient funds are available in Account Number 1886, and the funding sources are the Improvement Fund in the 
amount of $628,000 and the Commercial Paper Fund in the amount of $1,264,450. 
 
PROPOSED ACTION REQUESTED 
Award Bid Number 31-19, Miscellaneous Improvements to Existing Air Release Valves at EPWU Force Mains and 
Lift Stations – Westside, to the lowest responsive, responsible bidder Smithco Construction, Inc. in the amount of 
$1,892,450 and authorize the use of commercial paper. 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED 
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