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PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD MEETING 
AGENDA ITEM 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Wednesday, April 10, 2019 
 

SUBJECT 
Bid Number 24-19 Misc. Chemicals and Supplies for EPWater IWQL 

BACKGROUND 
This bid covers items which are used by the International Water Quality Laboratory (IWQL) to include: chemicals, consumables, 
assorted measurement and analysis items, glassware, plastic ware, microbiology, metals standards, inorganic and organic 
standard items. 
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES SUPPORTED 
Improve Efficiency 

EVALUATION PROCESS 
Two bids were received.  The bids were evaluated based on the sample pricing methodology which is used in catalog bids and 
is also used by the City of El Paso Purchasing Department.  Sample pricing is used with this type of bid due to the fact that an 
entity is able to accurately compare a product’s cost from each company that submits a bid.  For comparison purposes, 
substitution of items is not allowed in catalog bids.  Staff evaluated the bids for each low bidder for the respective group and 
determined that the apparent low bidder Fox Scientific Inc. be deemed as not responsive for groups 1, 6, and 8, and remain the 
apparent low bidder for group 4. Staff evaluated the second apparent low bidder, BVA Scientific Inc, for these groups and 
determined that they met all the requirements as outlined within the bid proposal.   
 
Staff recommends award to BVA Scientific Inc for groups 1-3 and 5-8 and Fox Scientific for group 4. 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Sufficient funds are available in Account Number 7240-525, and the funding source is the Water & Sewer Fund. 
 

PROPOSED ACTION REQUESTED 
Consider Bid Number 24-19, Miscellaneous Chemicals and Supplies for the EPWater IWQL, declare Fox Scientific Inc. as not 
responsive for groups 1, 6, and 8, and award to the lowest responsible, responsive bidders, BVA Scientific Inc., for groups 1-3 
and 5-8 in the estimated annual amount of $240,000, and Fox Scientific Inc., for group 4 in the estimated annual amount of 
$45,000, both with the option for two, one-year extensions.   
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED 

• Bid tab 
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