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SUBJECT
Interlocal Agreement with UTHealth Houston El Paso Campus for the Research & Collaboration Pipeline Program

BACKGROUND

UTHealth Houston School of Public Health, El Paso Campus (UTHealth) and EPWater are proposing to enter into an
agreement for a new program called Research & Collaboration Pipeline (RCP). This proposed RCP program establishes a
partnership for research and development collaboration in projects related to water sustainability, wastewater reuse, and public
health impacts related to water management. EPWater and UTHealth will work together through the RCP program to advance
research in areas critical to El Paso’s water sustainability and resiliency.

PSB PRIOR ACTION
e None

UTILITY KPI ALIGNMENT
Customer Satisfaction

EVALUATION PROCESS

UTHealth was established in 1992. The El Paso location of UTHealth Houston School of Public Health is proud to celebrate
its 30th anniversary of providing the Paseo Del Norte region with premier public health education, research, and community
impact. The El Paso location faculty and students lead cutting-edge research that translates to innovative practices.

UTHealth’s expertise in health communication and public engagement will support EPWater in building public trust around
topics such as the safety and use of reclaimed water. Their involvement will help ensure that messaging is rooted in science,
culturally responsive, and accessible to the broader community.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Sufficient funds are available in various accounts and the funding source is the Water and Sewer Fund.

PROPOSED ACTION REQUESTED
Consider and approve an Interlocal Agreement with UTHealth Houston School of Public Health, El Paso Campus, for the
management of the Research and Collaboration Pipeline program for a period of five years in the total estimated amount of

$500,000.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED

e None




