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MINUTES 
PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD 

CITY OF EL PASO 
November 13, 2024 

 
 

The regular meeting of the Public Service Board was held in person, Wednesday, October 9, 2024 
 
PSB MEMBERS PRESENT 
Bryan Morris, Chair 
Stefanie Block Uribarri, Secretary-Treasurer 
Dr. Anna Gitter, Member 
Lisa Saenz, Member 
Dr. Hector Ocaranza, Member  
Charlie Intebi, Vice-Chair  
Mayor Oscar Leeser, Ex-Officio Member 
 
PSB EMPLOYEES PRESENT 
John E. Balliew, P.E., President and Chief Executive Officer 
Daniel Ortiz, General Counsel 
 
EPWATER EMPLOYEES PRESENT 
Ana Sanchez, Vice President of Financial and Management Services 
Gilbert Trejo, Vice President of Operations and Technical Services 
Adam Wickersham, Vice President of IT 
Art Duran, Chief Financial Officer 
Claudia Duran, Chief of Staff 
Edith Lara, Executive Assistant to the President/CEO 
Patricia Borschow, Assistant General Counsel 
Luz Holguin, Assistant Chief Financial Officer 
Alberto Gomez, Support Services I 
Ruben Rodriguez, Chief Water Quality Compliance Officer 
Lisa Rosendorf, Chief Communications & Government Affairs Officer 
Rose Guevara, Purchasing and Contracts Manager 
Geoffrey Espineli, Engineer Division Manager 
Melinda Becker, Assistant General Counsel 
Adriana Castillo, Engineer Division Manager 
Elmer Beeler, Chief Support & Logistics Officer 
Denis Arras Jr., PC/LAN Specialist I 
Caira Grier, Support Services Specialist III 
Sol Cortez, Deputy General Counsel 
Bianca Arriaga, Utility Grants Program Manager 
Felipe Lopez, Utility Chief Engineering Officer 
Veronica Garcia, Senior Purchasing Agent 
Alma De Anda, Utility Land and Water Rights Manager 
Rocio Alvarado, Real Estate Manager 
Alejandro Vidales, Utility Land and Water Rights Manager 
Gretchen Byram, Utility Senior Computer Media Specialist 
Lidia Carranco, Utility Chief Customer Experience Officer 
Daniel Cortez, Accounting System Administrator 
Cecilia Bertolli, Capital Improvements Program Manager 
Becky Hart, Utility Treasury and Property 
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EPWATER EMPLOYEES PRESENT (continued) 
Mirtha Solis, Business Contracts Manager 
Gisela Dagnino, Utility Chief Operations Officer 
Patricia Borschow, Assistant General Counsel 
Irazema Rojas, Utility Chief Engineering Officer 
Gerado Gomez, Construction Superintendent  
Michael Parker, Water Plant Superintendent  
 
 
GUESTS 
Chamindra Dassanayake, Hazen  
Rocky Craley, Raftelis  
Andrew Rheem, Raftelis 
Camila Madeira, UTEP  
Michael Singleton, Painted Dunes 
Gerald Acosta, SK84KIDS 
Mai Lopez, SK84KIDS 
Gilberto Carbajal 
Jesus Esparza, SJ Louis 
 
 
The Public Service Board meeting was called to order by Bryan Morris at 8:03 a.m. A quorum of its members was present. 
After a moment of silence, those in attendance joined Ms. Edith Lara in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
On a single motion made by Mayor Leeser and seconded by Anna Gitter and unanimously carried, the Board took action on the 
following consent agenda items:  

 
 

1. CONSIDERD AND APPROVED THE MINUTES OF THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING 
HELD ON OCTOBER 9, 2024. 
 

2. CONSIDERED AND APPROVED A SOLE SOURCE CONTRACT WITH SES NORTH AMERICA, INC. 
FOR SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE SERVICES FOR THE AQUADVANCED WATER SUPPLY 
AND AQUADVANCED ENERGY MONITORING SOFTWARE, PURSUANT TO SECTION 
252.022(A)(7)(A) OF THE TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE, FOR A TERM OF ONE YEAR WITH 
THE OPTION FOR THREE ONE-YEAR EXTENSIONS, FOR AN ESTIMATED ANNUAL AMOUNT 
OF $171,904 AND AN ANNUAL AMOUNT OF $48,000 FOR ADDITIONAL SERVICES ON AN AS-
NEEDED BASIS, AND A ONE-TIME AMOUNT OF $84,600 FOR THE WELL AUTOMATION PILOT 
STUDY; CONTINGENT UPON THE VENDOR PROVIDING ANNUAL DOCUMENTATION 
ATTESTING TO THEIR SOLE SOURCE STATUS.  
MARTIN NORIEGA, CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER, 915-621-2085  
 

3. CONSIDERED AND APPROVED AN INCREASE IN THE CAPACITY OF MASTER CONTRACT 
ISSUED TO PHIL LONG FORD DENVER THROUGH THE HOUSTON-GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL 
COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM (HGAC-BUY) CONTRACT NO. VE05-24 MODEL CARS, 
SUV’S & LIGHT DUTY TRUCKS BY AN ADDITIONAL $1,500,000 FOR A CUMULATIVE EXISTING 
MASTER CONTRACT AMOUNT OF $2,000,000; AND AUTHORIZED THE ISSUANCE OF FUTURE 
MASTER CONTRACTS IN THE ESTIMATED ANNUAL AMOUNT OF $2,000,000 FOR AS LONG AS 
THE TERM OF HGAC-BUY CONTRACT NO VE05-24 IS IN PLACE. 
ELMER BEELER, CHIEF SUPPORT AND LOGISTICS OFFICER, 915-263-4030 
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CONSENT AGENDA (CONTINUED) 

4. CONSIDERED AND APPROVED AN INCREASE IN CAPACITY OFMASTER CONTRACT ISSUED 
TO SUN CITY COMMUNICATIONS, LLC, THROUGH THE COOPERATIVE ESC REGION 19 
CONTRACT NO. 22-7434 MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND OPERATION (MRO) EQUIPMENT, 
SUPPLIES, MATERIALS AND SERVICES BY AN ADDITIONAL $500,000 FOR A CUMULATIVE 
EXISTING MASTER CONTRACT AMOUNT OF $1,000,000; AND AUTHORIZED THE ISSUANCE OF 
FUTURE MASTER CONTRACTS IN THE ESTIMATED ANNUAL AMOUNT OF $1,000,000 FOR AS 
LONG AS THE TERM OF THE ESC REGION 19 CONTRACT NO. 22-7434 IS IN PLACE. 
ADAM WICKERSHAM, VICE PRESIDENT OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, 915-594-5584 

  

5. CONSIDERED AND APPROVED AN AMENDMENT TO INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH UTEP 
FOR RESEARCH AND COLLABORATION PIPELINE PROGRAM TO INCREASE THE CONTRACT 
AMOUNT BY $400,000 FOR UTEP TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL RESEARCH RELATED SERVICES.  
GILBERT TREJO, VICE PRESIDENT OF OPERATIONS AND TECHNICAL SERVICES, 915-549-5644 
 

6. CONSIDERED AND AWARDED A PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES CONTRACT FOR 
THE DALLAS STREET OUTFALL BASIN PHASE II – RFS SW 39-24 PROJECT, TO H2O TERRA, LLC 
FOR PRE-DESIGN, DESIGN PHASE, AND BID PHASE SERVICES IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,972,143 
AND AUTHORIZED FUTURE TASK ORDERS OR AMENDMENTS TO BE ISSUED UNDER THIS 
CONTRACT FOR ADDITIONAL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION PHASE 
SERVICES IN THE ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF $1,000,000. 
 GISELA DAGNINO, CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER, 915-594-5553 
 

7. CONSIDERED AND AWARDED BID NUMBER SW44-24, GROUNDS MAINTENANCE, TO 
G.R.A.C.E. CONSTRUCTION, THE LOWEST, RESPONSIVE, RESPONSIBLE BIDDER IN THE 
ESTIMATED ANNUAL AMOUNT OF $375,000 FOR A TERM OF ONE YEAR, WITH THE OPTION 
FOR THREE ONE-YEAR EXTENSIONS. 
GISELA DAGNINO, CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER, 915-594-5553 
 

8. CONSIDERED AND APPROVED CHANGE ORDER NUMBER 2 FOR BID NUMBER 11-23, 
MCGREGOR 16-INCH WATERLINE, NE DYER INTERCEPTOR PH IV, FRANKLIN E WATERLINE 
EXTENSION PH II, WITH SJ LOUIS CONSTRUCTION, INC., INCREASING THE CONTRACT 
PRICE BY $321,574.62 AND INCREASING THE CONTRACT TIME BY 14 DAYS.  
IRAZEMA ROJAS, UTILITY CHIEF ENGINEERING OFFICER, 915-594-5562 
 

9. CONSIDERED AND APPROVED CHANGE ORDER NUMBER 5 – BID NUMBER CSP 50-22, 
RANCHOS REAL 6.1 MGD PUMP STATION AND AIRPORT BOOSTER STATION REPLACEMENT 
WITH SMITHCO CONSTRUCTION, INC., INCREASING THE CONTRACT AMOUNT BY $837,964.07 
AND EXTENDING THE CONTRACT DURATION BY 90 DAYS. 
IRAZEMA ROJAS, UTILITY CHIEF ENGINEERING OFFICER, 915-594-5562 
 

 REGULAR AGENDA 

10. CEO MONTHLY UPDATE REGARDING UTILITY MANAGEMENT AND/OR OPERATIONS: 
• PROJECTIONS - POPULATION AND WATER DEMAND 
• CERTIFICATE OF DISTINCTION FOR EPWATER INVESTMENT POLICY  

 
11. MANAGEMENT REPORT:  

• CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 
• FY24-25 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECTS  
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• BUYBOARD CONTRACT UPDATE  
• VIDEO FROM COMMUNICATIONS - NEW WATER FLOW METERS IMPROVE WATER 

TRACKING 
 

12. PUBLIC COMMENT: THE PSB WILL PERMIT PUBLIC COMMENT ON SUBJECTS NOT ON THE 
AGENDA BUT MAY NOT DELIBERATE ON THESE ITEMS IF NOT POSTED FOR DISCUSSION. 
THE CHAIR MAY IMPOSE REASONABLE TIME LIMITS FOR EACH SPEAKER. 
 
Mr. Gilberto Carbajal, from the public, signed up to speak.  
 

13. PRESENT CHECK FROM THE EPWATER EMPLOYEE-ORGANIZED CHARITY OF CHOICE 
FUNDRAISING INITIATIVES TO LUIS A. LOYA, PRESIDENT OF SK8 4KIDS, IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$83,500. 
ARTURO DURAN, CFO- FINANCE, 915-594-5549 
 
Luz Holguin, Assistant Chief Financial Officer provided a presentation to the Board regarding this item (copy on file 
in Central Files.) A Public Service Board (PSB) policy allows the PSB to select one charitable organization yearly for a 
fundraising project. The PSB selected SK84KIDS this year. The funds raised from the fundraising events will be used 
to purchase shoes, skateboards, helmets, food, and other equipment to keep kids safe. EPWater had several initiatives 
to raise funds for SK8 4KIDS which included: a series of employee-organized fundraising events and a golf tournament. 
The outcomes of these initiatives will be presented at this meeting. The outcomes from both initiatives were presented 
at this meeting. 
 
No action was taken on this item.   
 
 

14. PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION ON FINDINGS FROM RATE STUDY PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT INITIATIVES. 
LISA ROSENDORF, CHIEF COMMUNICATIONS & GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS OFFICER, 915-594-
5669 
 
Lisa Rosendorf, Chief Communications & Government Affairs Officer, provided a presentation to the Board regarding 
this item (copy on file in Central Files.) As part of EPWater’s rate study that will recommend changes to the rate 
structure for FY25-26, EPWater conducted outreach to seek input from the public on EPWater customer priorities, 
concerns, and preferences.  Communications staff led the outreach effort with three focus groups (2 residential, 1 
commercial), a survey, and an open house meeting that was widely publicized. This presentation will provide a summary 
of findings from these public outreach initiatives. Mrs. Rosenforf answered questions from the Board on this item.   
 
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 

15. PRESENTATION, DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON RECOMMENDATIONS TO MODIFY THE 
CURRENT WATER AND WASTEWATER RATE STRUCTURE WHICH WILL BE PRESENTED TO 
THE PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD (PSB) AS PROPOSED RULES AND REGULATIONS TO BE 
CONSIDERED IN THE JANUARY 2025 PSB MEETING. 
ARTURO DURAN, CFO- FINANCE, 915- 594-5549  
 
Rocky Craley, Raftelis, provided a presentation to the Board regarding this item (copy on file in Central Files.) A 
comprehensive cost of service rate study has been completed with the following objectives: 
 
• Evaluate and create a cost-of-service analysis assessing the different customer class cost of service 
compared to revenues generated by each class. 
• Develop new rate models to support the results of the Cost of Service Study and provide alternative rate 
structures. 
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The Rate Study took into account feedback received from the community meeting and focus groups. Mr. Craley and 
Mr. Duran answered questions from the Board on this item.   
 
 
On a motion made by Ms. Block seconded by Ms. Saenz, and unanimously carried, the Board postpone the item until 
the December Public Service Board meeting.  
 

 REGULAR AGENDA (CONTINUED) 

16. CONSIDERED AND AWARDED PROPOSAL NUMBER RFP28-24, LABORATORY SERVICES, TO 
EACH EUROFINS ENVIRONMENT TESTING SOUTH CENTRAL, LLC AND PACE ANALYTICAL 
SERVICES, LLC, TO PERFORM SERVICES ON AN AS-NEEDED BASIS FOR THE ESTIMATED 
COMBINED ANNUAL COST OF  $2,142,315 PLUS AN ANNUAL ALLOWANCE OF $500,000 TO BE 
COMPENSATED BASED ON THE UNIT PRICES FOR WORK PERFORMED BY EACH 
CONTRACTOR FOR A TERM OF ONE YEAR WITH THE OPTION OF FOUR ONE-YEAR 
EXTENSIONS.  
RUBEN RODRIGUEZ, CHIEF WATER QUALITY COMPLIANCE OFFICER, 915-594-5772. 
 
Teresea Alcala, Utility Laboratory Service Manager, provided a presentation to the Board regarding this item (copy on 
file in Central Files.) The International Water Quality Laboratory requires laboratory services support for the analysis 
of water, wastewater, stormwater, reclaimed water, and soils to meet TCEQ and EPA regulations under the Safe 
Drinking Water Act, Clean Water Act, Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, and Clean Air Act due to the overflow 
of samples, lack of trained staff, or lack of accreditation for specific parameters. Mrs. Alcala answered questions from 
the Board on this item.   
 
On a motion made by Dr. Gitter, seconded by Dr. Ocaranza, and unanimously carried, the Board awarded Proposal 
Number RFP28-24, Laboratory Services, to each Eurofins Environment Testing South Central, LLC and PACE 
Analytical Services, LLC, to perform services on an as-needed basis for the estimated combined annual cost of  
$2,142,315 plus an annual allowance of $500,000 to be compensated based on the unit prices for work performed by 
each Contractor for a term of one year with the option of four one-year extensions. 

 
17. CONSIDERED AND ADOPTED A RESOLUTION FOR THE EMERGENCY REHABILITATION OF 

EASTWOOD RESERVOIR PROJECT, AUTHORIZING THE PRESIDENT/CEO OR DESIGNEE TO 
CONTRACT AND PURCHASE WITHOUT FURTHER ACTION OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD, 
PURSUANT TO ALLOWABLE EXEMPTIONS TO THE BID STATUTE UNDER SECTION 252.022(A) 
OF THE TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE.  
IRAZEMA ROJAS, UTILITY CHIEF ENGINEERING OFFICER, 915-594-5562 
 
Gilbert Trejo, Vice President of Operations and Technical Services, provided a presentation to the Board regarding 
this item (copy on file in Central Files.) The Eastwood Reservoir provides 10 MG storage for the Valley Pressure Zone 
and pumps water into the Airport Pressure Zone. The reservoir was constructed in 1967. The storage capacity is critical 
to the distribution system, especially during non-surface water season. A recent project to replace the roof of the 
reservoir and site upgrades was completed under Drought Resolution in July 2024. In conjunction with roof 
replacement, an assessment was conducted on the interior of the reservoir noting significant areas of concern. Repairs 
were completed on portions of the wall and floor of the reservoir. During the process of placing the reservoir back in 
service, EPWater staff noticed that the levels on the tank were dropping which indicated the possibility of an unknown 
leak in the reservoir. Divers discovered that the source of the leak is a previous temporary repair that requires 
replacement.  
 
On a motion made by Ms. Saenz, seconded by Mr. Intebi, and unanimously carried, the Board adopted a resolution for 
the Emergency Rehabilitation of Eastwood Reservoir project, authorizing the President/CEO or designee to contract 
and purchase without further action of the Public Service Board, pursuant to allowable exemptions to the bid statute 
under Section 252.022(a) of the Texas Local Government Code. 
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18. CONSIDERED AND AWARDED BID NUMBER 63-24, NORTHEAST AQUIFER STORAGE AND 
RECOVERY (ASR) ENHANCED ARROYO PHASE 1B, TO THE LOWEST RESPONSIVE, 
RESPONSIBLE BIDDER, ZTEX CONSTRUCTION INC., IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,799,071.40. 
IRAZEMA ROJAS, UTILITY CHIEF ENGINEERING OFFICER, 915-594-5562 
 
Ivan Hernandez, Engineer Division Manager, provided a presentation to the Board regarding this item (copy on file in 
Central Files.) In June 2022, the PSB authorized Phase 1A of the Northeast Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) 
Enhanced Arroyo project. That project was the initial phase of a multi-phased project that will provide recharge for the 
Hueco Bolson aquifer with reclaimed water from the Fred Hervey Water Reclamation Plant and eventually river water 
as well. The Enhanced Arroyo provides the infrastructure to provide a cutting-edge modern approach to aquifer 
recharge, recharge management, and public use in an area uniquely suited geologically for ASR.  Phase 1A has been 
completed. Phase 1B is the second phase in a three-phase program that will be the continuation of the ASR Enhanced 
Arroyo. This project will consist of extending the widening of an existing arroyo, routing a pipeline from a nearby 
reclaimed water distribution pipeline, hike and bike trails with landscaping amenities. Mr. Hernandez answered 
questions from the Board on this item.   
 
On a motion made by Ms. Saenz, seconded by Mr. Intebi, and unanimously carried, the Board awarded Bid Number 
63-24, Northeast Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) Enhanced Arroyo Phase 1B, to the lowest responsive, 
responsible bidder, ZTEX Construction Inc., in the amount of $15,799,071.40. 
 
 

19. CONSIDERED AND APPROVED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT-RISK 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT WITH MGC CONTRACTORS, INC. FOR THE ROBERTO R. 
BUSTAMANTE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT DIGESTERS 1, 2, AND 3 COVERS AND 
MIXERS REHABILITATION PROJECT AND ACCEPTED THE GUARANTEED MAXIMUM PRICE 
FOR WORK PACKAGE DIGESTER NUMBER 1 (GMP2) IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,801,438. 
IRAZEMA ROJAS, UTILITY CHIEF ENGINEERING OFFICER, 915-594-5562 
 
Geoffrey Espineli, Utility Engineer Division Manager, provided a presentation to the Board regarding this item (copy 
on file in Central Files.) Bustamante Plant was designed for a treatment flow capacity of 39 MGD in 1991 with Digesters 
Number 1 and 2. Digester Number 3 was added in 2004. Digestion is a process where organic waste is decomposed by 
microorganisms. This project will rehabilitate all three digesters, replacing the covers, mechanical equipment, piping, 
valves, mixers, electrical panels, and control systems. The rehabilitation of the digesters is being carried out one at a 
time to allow continuous operation of the treatment plant.  The project is being delivered using the Construction 
Manager At-Risk alternative delivery method. GMP 2 is for the rehabilitation of the second digester, Digester Number 
1. GMP 3 will be presented to the Board in the future for the rehabilitation of the last digester, Digester Number 2. 
Total construction cost estimate to rehab all digesters is $48,000,000.  
 
On a motion made by Dr. Gitter, seconded by Mr. Intebi, and unanimously carried, the Board approved an amendment 
to the Construction Manager At-Risk construction contract with MGC Contractors, Inc. for the Roberto R. Bustamante 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Digesters 1, 2, and 3 Covers and Mixers Rehabilitation project and accepted the 
Guaranteed Maximum Price for Work Package Digester Number 1 (GMP2) in the amount of $15,801,438. 
 

20. CONSIDERED AND APPROVED AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT-
RISK CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT WITH PCL/SUNDT, A JOINT VENTURE, FOR THE 
ROBERTO R. BUSTAMANTE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION AND 
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT AND ACCEPTED THE GUARANTEED MAXIMUM PRICE NUMBER 
3 (GMP 3) IN THE AMOUNT OF $92,238,668. 
IRAZEMA ROJAS, UTILITY CHIEF ENGINEERING OFFICER, 915-594-5562 
Geoffrey Espineli, Utility Engineer Division Manager, provided a presentation to the Board regarding this item (copy 
on file in Central Files.) Bustamante Plant was designed for a treatment flow capacity of 39 MGD in 1991. A study 
conducted in 2019 revealed that the organic treatment capacity of the plant has been reduced to 30 MGD, due to 
increased strength of the wastewater. Further, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) requires 
planning an expansion of the wastewater treatment plant once 75% of the plant’s flow capacity is exceeded for three 
consecutive months. In addition to the lower treatment capacity, the Bustamante Plant is also at 75% of the permitted 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

On a motion made by Ms. Saenz, seconded by Dr. Ocaranza and unanimously carried, the Board retired into Executive 
Session 10:45 a.m. November 13, 2024, pursuant to Section 3.5A of the El Paso City Charter and the Texas Government 
Code, Section 551.071 through 551.089 to discuss the following: 

 
 

The Public Service Board will retire into Executive Session pursuant to Section 3.5A of the El Paso City Charter and the Texas 
Government Code, Sections 551.071 through 551.089.  (The items listed below are matters of the sort to be discussed in 
Executive Session; however, the Public Service Board may move any item of this agenda to Executive Session, consistent with 
the terms of the Open Meetings Act.) 
 

Section 551.071 Consultation with Attorney 

flow capacity due to growth in east El Paso, requiring EPWater to expand the plant to an increased capacity of 51 
MGD. There are 2 phases for this project. Phase 1 is the construction of the new 21.4 MGD treatment train and the 
project estimate is $585 million. Phase 2 consists of the rehabilitation of the existing 39 MGD to restore 9 MGD of 
treatment capacity to the plant and currently estimated at $200 million. At the completion of the project, the Bustamante 
WWTP will have gained 30.4 MGD of treatment capacity. This agenda item is to request the approval of GMP 3 work 
package for Phase 1, which includes the construction of all liquid train cast-in-place concrete structures for primary 
clarifiers, aeration basins, secondary clarifiers and chlorine contact basins.  
 
On a motion made by Dr. Gitter, seconded by Mr. Intebi, and unanimously carried, the Board approved an amendment 
to the Construction Manager At-Risk construction contract with PCL/Sundt, a joint venture, for the Roberto R. 
Bustamante Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion and Improvements project and accepted the Guaranteed 
Maximum Price Number 3 (GMP 3) in the amount of $92,238,668. 
 

21. CONSIDERED AND ADOPTED A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING OLIVER OLIN WOOTEN TRUSTS’ 
OFFER, DATED OCTOBER 2, 2008,  TO PURCHASE APPROXIMATELY 20,948 ACRES OF UTILITY 
PROPERTY IN CULBERSON COUNTY, TEXAS, CONSISTING OF ALL OR PARTIAL SECTIONS OF 
TOWNSHIP 7 AND 8, BLOCK 65, AND ALL OR PARTIAL SECTIONS OF PSL, BLOCK 77, AND PSL 
PART I AND PSL PART II, BLOCK 63, ALSO KNOWN AS THE WILD HORSE RANCH, FOR THE 
AMOUNT OF $6,600,000 AND AUTHORIZING THE PRESIDENT/CEO TO FORWARD THE 
RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL, AND TO SIGN ANY AND ALL DOCUMENTS 
NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THE SALE.  
ALEX VIDALES, UTILITY LAND & WATER RIGHTS MANAGER, 915-594-5636 
 
On a motion made by Ms. Saenz, seconded by Mr. Intebi, the Board postponed taking action on this item until after 
executive session.  
 
Alejandro Vidales, Utility Land and Water Rights Manager, provided a presentation to the Board regarding this item 
(copy on file in Central Files.) On February 12, 2020, the Public Service Board (PSB) determined the land totaling 
approximately 20,948, and legally described as consisting of all or partial sections of Township 7 and 8, Block 65, and all 
or partial sections of PSL, Block 77, and PSL Part I and PSL Part II, Block 63, also known as the Wild Horse Ranch, in 
Culberson County, Texas, to be inexpedient to the water and wastewater systems.  On March 13, 2024, the Public Service 
Board (PSB) determined the same land inexpedient to the stormwater system.   
 
On a motion made by Dr. Gitter, seconded by Dr. Ocaranza, and unanimously carried, the Board approved to adopt a 
resolution accepting Oliver Olin Wooten Trusts’ offer, dated October 2, 2008,  to purchase approximately 20,948 acres 
of Utility property in Culberson County, Texas, consisting of all or partial sections of Township 7 and 8, Block 65, and 
all or partial sections of PSL, Block 77, and PSL Part I and PSL Part II, Block 63, also known as the Wild Horse 
Ranch, for the amount of $6,600,000 and authorizing the President/CEO to forward the recommendation to City 
Council, and to sign any and all documents necessary to complete the sale. 
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Section 551.072 Deliberation Regarding Real Property 
Section 551.073 Deliberation Regarding Prospective Gift 
Section 551.074 Personnel Matters 
Section 551.076 Deliberations Regarding Security Devices or Security Audits 
Section 551.087 Deliberation Regarding Economic Development Negotiations 
Section 551.089 Deliberation Regarding Security Devices or Security Audits 
 

 
a. The board will deliberate regarding the purchase of the real property legally described as follows: East ½ of Lot 23 and 

all of Lot 24, Block 54, Franklin Heights Addition, an Addition to the City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas.(551.071) 
(551.072) 
 
On a motion made by Ms. Block Uribarri, seconded by Ms. Saenz, and unanimously carried, the Board  
moved that the President and CEO be authorized to proceed with acquisition of the land, as approved by the Board in 
accordance with the terms and conditions specified and to sign any and all documents necessary to complete the purchase. 
 

b. The Board will deliberate regarding the value of real property, approximately 20,948 acres in Culberson County, Texas, 
legally described as consisting of all or partial sections of Township 7 and 8, Block 65, and all or partial sections of PSL, 
Block 77, and PSL Part I and PSL Part II, Block 63, also known as the Wild Horse Ranch. (551.071) (551.072) 

No action was taken on this item. 
 

c. The claim of Jeniese Long, individually and as next of friend of Jiraiya Haynesworth, regarding the Bustamante Plant 
incident that occurred on April 26, 2024. (551.071) 
 
On a motion made by Ms. Block Uribarri and seconded by Mr. Morris, and unanimously carried, the Board  
Moved to authorize the Office of General Counsel to settle the claim of Jeniese Long, individually and as next of friend 
of Jiraiya Haynesworth, for the incident that occurred at the Bustamante Plant on April 26, 2024. 
 

d. Update on appeal No. 08-23-00345-CV, Double H Contracting Inc. and Hector Hinojos, Sr. vs. El Paso Public Service 
Board (El Paso Water Utilities) As Agent for the City of El Paso; The City of El Paso and ZTEX Construction Inc.; and 
Tao Industries, Inc. D/B/A/ Hawk Construction, Cause No. 2023DCV1654. (551.071). 

 
No action was taken on this item. 

 
On a motion made by Ms. Saenz, seconded by Dr. Gitter and unanimously carried, the Board reconvened in open session at 
11:44 a.m., November 13, 2024. 
 
Adjournment. 
 

On a motion made by Mr. Intebi, seconded by Ms. Saenz and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned at 11:46 a.m., November 
13, 2024.  
 
ATTEST: 
 

__________________________________ 
        Bryan Morris, Chair 
________________________________________ 
 Stefanie Block Uribarri, Secretary-Treasurer 
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