
PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD MEETING 
AGENDA ITEM 

REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, January 08, 2025 
SUBJECT 
Professional Engineering Services for Northeast Aquifer Storage & Recharge (ASR) Phases 1 & 2 – Part 2 

BACKGROUND 
EPWater has been recharging the Hueco Bolson aquifer for over 30 years. Aquifer recharge preserves groundwater levels of 
the aquifer and promotes the sustainable use of the aquifer. Since 1985, over 80,000 acre-feet of reclaimed water from the Fred 
Hervey Water Reclamation Plant has been recharged to the aquifer. EPWater is seeking to increase the amount of aquifer 
recharge by building additional infiltration basins. The expanded infiltration basin, known as the Enhanced Arroyo, will be 
constructed within an existing arroyo. This will allow for increased amount of aquifer recharge which will be of benefit to the 
long-term management of the Hueco Bolson and will be built as a functioning infiltration basin for aquifer recharge that will 
also include design of landscape amenities. In 2020, the PSB awarded Professional Engineering Services Contract for design 
and bid phase services for the Enhanced Arroyo Aquifer Recharge Project (Phase 1) to Moreno Cardenas, Inc. This initial 
contract was used to issue task orders related to design and construction phase services related to ASR. Additional Engineering 
Services are needed to complete the tasks related to Phase 1 (Enhanced Arroyo) and Phase 2 (Nevins Pipeline).  
PRIOR PSB ACTION: 

• Award of Professional Engineering Services Contract for design and bid phase services, Enhanced Arroyo Aquifer
Recharge Project (Phase 1) to Moreno Cardenas, Inc. during the May 2020 Public Service Board meeting.

• Award of a Professional Engineering Services Contract for the Northeast El Paso Aquifer Recharge Master Plan during
the June 2016 Public Service Board meeting.

UTILITY KPI ALIGNMENT 
Improve Infastructure 
EVALUATION PROCESS 
Moreno Cardenas, Inc. was selected through the Request for Qualifications process in 2016 for the Northeast El Paso Aquifer 
Recharge Master Plan.  Staff recommends continuing to utilize Moreno Cardenas, Inc. under a new agreement as the most 
qualified professional in accordance with Chapter 2254 of the Government Code as the engineer of record and continue 
building upon work they have previously completed to undertake the completion of the design and construction of all tasks 
related to the completion of the Northeast Aquifer Recharge (ASR) project.  The qualifications of Moreno Cardenas, Inc. were 
presented to the Architectural/Engineering Selection Committee on December 11, 2024. 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Sufficient funds are available in Account Number 3334, and the funding source is the Improvement Fund. This expenditure is 
part of the FY 2024-25 and FY 2025-26 budgets. 
PROPOSED ACTION REQUESTED 
Consider and approve a professional engineering contract for the Northeast Aquifer Recharge Project Phases 1 & 2 – Part 2 
project, with Moreno Cardenas, Inc. for the construction management services related to the construction of Enhanced Arroyo 
– Phase 1B in the amount of $622,414 and authorize future task orders and amendments to be issued under this contract for 
additional professional services in the estimated amount of $4,000,000. 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED 
• None
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