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SUBJECT 

Presentation of a series of awards received at the Texas Water Conference, an annual spring conference of the Texas Section 
of the American Water Works Association (AWWA) and the Water Environment Association of Texas (WEAT)  

BACKGROUND 

Texas AWWA Conservation & Reuse Award: This award was presented to EPWater for its GROWS Workshops – an Adult 
Education Partnership, which is a collaboration with El Paso Master Gardeners to put on monthly workshops on water smart 
gardening and landscaping. 
 
Texas AWWA/WEAT Watermark Awards: This award for communications excellence recognizes members who have 
produced top quality communications.  In the video category, EPWater received an award for the “Trust your Tap” 60-second 
video. In the digital media category, EPWater received an award for the WaterWatch customer newsletter and news website.  
 
Texas AWWA – Operator Meritorious Service Award – Art Ruiz received an award in recognition of his 37 years’ experience 
in water treatment plant operations with consistent compliance record, and his role in workforce development as a 
teacher/presenter on membrane operations and trainer in TCEQ licensing.   
 
WEAT – 3 Individual “5S” Honors: Sergio Castro, Eric Dubrule, David Ornelas (5S = Select Society of Sanitary Sludge 
Shovelers) You cannot join the society – you must be “selected” on the basis of merit. Induction into the prestigious society is 
based on “outstanding, meritorious service to the wastewater field and to the Water Environment Association of Texas.”   
 
WEAT – Biosolids Beauty Contest Prize –- Overall Winner award went to Bustamante WWTP – based on the quality of the 
biosolids as evaluated at the conference based on a one-quart container with minimum cake concentration of 16% total solids. 
 
Additionally, Luz Holguin was elected Treasurer of the Water Environment Association of Texas Scholarship Fund Committee 
 
UTILITY KPI ALIGNMENT 

Customer Satisfaction 

EVALUATION PROCESS 

Dozens of entries are submitted in all categories of awards, and panels of state utility experts serve as judges. Many of these 
categories are very competitive.  
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

No financial impact.    

PROPOSED ACTION REQUESTED 

Presentation of a series of awards received at the Texas Water Conference, an annual spring conference of the Texas Section 
of the American Water Works Association (AWWA) and the Water Environment Association of Texas (WEAT). 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED 

• None 

 


