
 
 

    

 
 
  PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD MEETING 

AGENDA ITEM 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
Wednesday, April 13, 2022 

 
SUBJECT 
Emergency Remediation of Will Ruth Ponding Area 

BACKGROUND 
The Will Ruth Ponding Area will span 25 acres and will hold approximately 93 million gallons of stormwater.  During the design 
phase, Essco Environmental, Inc. (ESSCO) performed an environmental site assessment within the limits of the proposed 
ponding area.  The final report recommended further evaluation of one specific area discovered during the investigation 
identified as an old landfill. 
 
After further investigation, ESSCO proceeded to remove identified hazardous and non-hazardous material.  During the 
remediation, extra zones of hazardous material were discovered beyond the initial investigations. ESSCO then delineated a 
much larger zone within the ponding area to a depth of 55-ft.  ESSCO was then awarded an emergency contract by the Public 
Service Board on September 8, 2021, to remediate the material, but during excavation additional zones of impacted material 
were encountered under construction debris that were not identifiable until exposed. 
 
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES SUPPORTED 
Improve Infrastructure 

EVALUATION PROCESS 
ESSCO was originally awarded an on-call contract for professional engineering services and an emergency remediation contract 
to remediate the site.  Staff is requesting to continue to work with ESSCO on an amendment to the emergency remediation 
contract.  ESSCO is the most qualified firm pursuant to Chapter 2254 of the Government Code to continue to perform the 
necessary services. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Sufficient funds are available in Account Number 2494, and the funding source is the Direct Fund Revolving Loan Fund. 

PROPOSED ACTION REQUESTED 
Consider and approve a First Amendment to the professional engineering and remediation services contract with ESSCO 
Environmental, Inc. for additional services for the Emergency Remediation of Will Ruth Ponding Area project, in the estimated 
amount of $864,466 pursuant to Chapter 2254 of the Texas Government Code, Section 252.022(a)(2) of the Texas Local 
Government Code, procurement necessary to preserve and protect the public health and safety of the municipality’s residents 
and Section 252.022(a)(3) of the Texas Local Government Code, procurement necessary because of unforeseen damage to 
public machinery, equipment or other property. 
 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED 

• None. 

 


