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SUBJECT

Consider and approve a professional services agreement with HILLCO Partners LLC (HILLCO) to provide
legislative and regulatory consulting services at the state level.

BACKGROUND

HILLCO has been providing government relations and lobbying services on behalf of EPWater for more than a
decade. They have been particularly effective in 1) facilitating important introductions and meetings at the Texas
Water Development Board, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, and with the state legislature; 2) apprising
EPWater of TWDB and TCEQ issues and developments; and 3) helping shape state legislative strategies on issues
of importance to EPWater and ensuring the utility is well-represented on such issues in Austin.

The proposed professional services agreement will be for HILLCO to provide a similar services contract with annual
fees of $126,000, payable in monthly payments of $10,500 and an annual amount of up to $5,000 for reimbursable
costs, such as travel.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES SUPPORTED
Strengthen Stakeholder Partnerships

EVALUATION PROCESS

EPWater staff is satisfied with HILLCO professional services. Further, we are entering a busy season with the new
state legislative session approaching, and continuity is valuable as the firm will continue to assist in establishing
EPWater’s legislative and regulatory strategies. Professional services are exempt from the state bid requirements
pursuant to Section 252.022(a)(4) of the Texas Local Government Code.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
Sufficient funds are available in Account Number 115-7720, and the funding source is the Water and Sewer Fund.

PROPOSED ACTION REQUESTED

Consider and approve a professional services agreement with HILLCO Partners LLC to provide legislative and
regulatory consulting services in Austin, Texas, for an annual amount of $126,000 and an annual amount of up to
$5,000 for reimbursable costs for a term of two years, beginning on January 1, 2023, through December 31, 2024,
and an option to extend the term of the agreement for two one-year terms.

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED
e None




