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PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD MEETING 
AGENDA ITEM 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Monday, June 15, 2020 
 

SUBJECT 
Adopt a Resolution authorizing the President & CEO to submit an application for grant funding. 

BACKGROUND 
On May 29, 2020, the City of El Paso published a Notification of Funding Availability (NOFA) for grant funding available 
through the Department of Community and Human Development’s (DCHD) COVID-19 Response and Recovery Program. 
 
The deadline to submit an application for funding was Monday, June 8, 2020. The timeline between the publication of the 
NOFA and the deadline for application submittals did not allow sufficient time for the Public Service Board to meet and adopt 
a resolution authorizing the President & CEO to submit an application. The DCHD accepted an interim letter of approval as 
part of the application package, pending the Board’s official action to adopt a Resolution. 
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES SUPPORTED 
Strengthen Financial Viability 

EVALUATION PROCESS 
N/A 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
Approval of application for grant funding could provide up to $1 million in grant funds to assist qualifying low-income 
customers pay water utility bills, including past due balances, for up to three months to avoid service disconnection. 

PROPOSED ACTION REQUESTED 
Adopt a resolution authorizing the President & CEO to submit an application for grant funding to the City of El Paso in the 
amount of $1,000,000 (with in-kind contributions estimated at $221,904) to assist customers financially impacted by the 
COVID-19 health crisis. 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED 

• Resolution authorizing President & CEO to submit application for grant funding. 

 



RESOLUTION 
 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION FOR THE PRESIDENT/CEO TO 
SUBMIT A FUNDING APPLICATION TO THE CITY OF EL PASO UNDER THE 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT (DCHD) COVID 19 
RESPONSE AND RECOVERY NOTICE OF FUNDING APPLICATION (NOFA) FOR 
UTILITY ASSISTANCE FOR EL PASO WATER CUSTOMERS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$1,000,000, WITH ESTIMATED IN KIND CONTRIBUTIONS OF $221,904. 
 
 

WHEREAS, the El Paso Water Utilities Public Service Board (EPWATER), was established on May 
22, 1952, by Ordinance No.  752 of the City of El Paso for the purpose of providing potable water 
and wastewater collection and treatment for the City of El Paso; and,  
 

WHEREAS, Water is essential for cooking, bathing, and public health; and washing hands is one 
of the most important preventative measures to stay free of the COVID-19 virus; and   

 
WHEREAS, EPWATER has historically worked with funding agencies to identify financial 

resources available to assist  EPWATER customers who are struggling to pay their water bills and are 
at risk of water and wastewater disconnection; and, 

 
WHEREAS, since the onset of the COVID-19 Pandemic and related job loss and closures, EPWATER has 

been tracking bill payment trends of its customers; and, 
 

WHEREAS, as of the end of May 2020, 11% of EPWATER customer accounts with a 
balance due (totaling approximately 14,000 accounts), were more than 60 days past due on their 
water bills, and accruals for unpaid bills during the COVID-19 Pandemic period total 
approximately $2.7 Million Dollars; and,  

 
WHEREAS, EPWATER has suspended disconnections during the height of the COVID-19 

pandemic, revenue needs will require the utility to resume disconnections in the coming months; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the City of El Paso Department of Community and Human Development 

has issued a Notice of Funding Application (NOFA) for COVID 19 Response and Recovery 
Assistance, with a specific funding category for “Utility Assistance”; and,  

 
WHEREAS,  by applying for the COVID-19 Response and Recovery Funding Assistance 

EPWATER can provide financial assistance to its customers, and its customers can continue to receive 
water service and avoid disconnection; and,  

.   
WHEREAS, the President/CEO is the designated authorized representative of EPWATER for 

purposes of furnishing information and executing documents as may be required in connection with the 
preparation and filing of the City of El Paso’s COVID -19 Response and Recovery Funding Application.  

 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ELASO WATER UTILITIES  PUBLIC 
SERVICE BOARD OF THE CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS: 

 
Section 1.        That the findings and recitations set out in the preamble to this Resolution are found 

to be true and correct and are hereby adopted by the Public Service Board and made a part of this Resolution 
for all purposes. 
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